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the bill as amended. Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Than k you, Mr. Speaker. Members of the body,
L B 117 will be under a ttack t his afternoon, n o t b ecause of
really even the new language but lashing out at, as you saw from
Senator Chambers' words, old l anguage, old language that has
been before the court. The United St ates Su p reme Co urt has
called child por nography a seri ous na tional p r oblem. In
New Yor k v . Fe r the court s aid that child pornography
constitutes a per manent record of children' s participation in
sexual activity and the circulation of pornography exacerbates
the harm t o chi ldren. If the s exual abuse of children and
pornography is to be curtailed, the production and di stribution
network must be elim inated. Investigators h ave identified
several uses of child pornography. The first use by pedophiles
is for sexual arousal and gratification. W hile some pedophiles
o nly collect child pornography and fantasize through it, man y
have used it as a device to aid in the production of their own
child pornography. Child pornography is often used as a part of
a method of seducing child victims. A child who is reluctant to
engage in sexual activity with an adult or to pose for sexually
explicit photos c an som etimes b e conv inced by viewing other
children having "fun" participating in the a c tivity. From a
very early age , chi ldren ar e tau ght to respect and believe
material contained in books and will thus have the same beliefs
about child p ornography. A pe dophile offender will use child
p ornography in which the children appear to be h aving a goo d
time. The offender uses this material to lower the inhibitions
of the child and entice him or he r in t o a desired act ivity.
Children who vi e w thi s material are also subject to a . .ert a i n
amount of peer pressure as they see other c h ildren en gaged in
the activity. Child pornography is often used to illustrate the
act i v i t i es i n wh i c h t h e p edoph i l e wi sh es t he c h i l d t o eng ag e .
In such instances, a pedophile o ffender s h ows t he chi l d the
pornography and asks the chi ld to im it ate t he pictures.
Pornographic depictions of a child may be used to blackmail the
chi l d . The ped op h i l e of f end er wi l l u se t h e p i c t u r e s t o
i n t i m i d a t e t h e ch i l d . Th e p ed o p h i l e of f e nd e r wi l l t h r ea t en t h e
child with showing the pictures to others if the child does not
cooperate. Child pornography i s al s o se e n as a valuable
commodity among pedophiles. Visual depictions may be traded or
sold between collectors. Thi s subjects a chil d to repeated
victimization by cou ntless numbers of pedophiles and makes the
child the object of the pedophile's sexual f antasies. Child
pornography which may have or iginated as a homemade item may
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